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SUBJECT: FEER EDITOR DAVIES AND LEE KUAN YEW BURY THE HATCHET 

REF: SINGAPORE 1687 

1 . ACCORDING TO APRIL 21 STRAITS TIMES (ST), DEREK DAVIES, 

EDITOR OF FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW (FEER), MET WITH PRIME 
MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW FOR AN HOUR ON APRIL 20. IN AN INTERVIEW 
WITH THE ST AFTER HIS MEETING WITH LEE, DAVIES STATED THAT CON- 
VERSATION WAS PRIVATE. HOWEVER, DAVIES ADMITTED "IT WAS A VERY 
WELCOME AND USEFUL DISCUSSION WHICH RANGED OVER HIS (LEE'S) 

FAIR MINDED ATTITUDE OVER THE FUNCTION OF THE PRESS IN THIS PART 
OF THE WORLD AND SINGAPORE IN PARTICULAR. IT WAS PARTICULARLY 
USEFUL TO HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION 
WITH HIM AND THE ROLE OF THE PRESS AND FEER IN PARTICULAR". 

DAVIES ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD REQUESTED MEETING WITH LEE IN 
A RECENT LETTER. 

2. DAVIES ALSO USED INTERVIEW TO GIVE HIS VERSION OF SEVERAL 
ALLEGATIONS MADE BY FORMER FEER CORRESPONDENTS HO KWON PING 
AND ARUN SENKUTTUVAN WITHOUT. HOWEVER, COMING TO 
DEFENSE OF DETAINEES. DAVIES EXPRESSLY DENIED THAT HO 

HAD BLANK CHECK TO WRITE ANTI-GOS ARICLES IN FEER. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DAVIES ASSERTED THAT BECAUSE OF ""THE 'DELICACY' OF 
POLITICAL REPORTING FROM SINGAPORE... I GAVE THEM (HO 
AND ARUN) ASSURANCES THAT THEIR COPY WOULD BE TREATED 
WITH DISCRETION AND NO RE-WRITING WOULD BE DONE TO ALTER... 

THE ORIGINAL INTENTIONS AND NUANCES OF THE ARTICLES.” 

DELIVERING A SHOT AT HO, DAVIES SAID "IT'S SAD 

TO SEE A FELLOW JOURNALIST DESCRIBING SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT 
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AS A BLANK CHECK TO WRITE SLANTED POLITICAL MATERIAL 

3. STATING THAT HO'S AND ARUN'S ARTICLES WERE SUBJECTED TO 
THE USUAL EDITIING PROCESS, DAVIES CONTRADICTED 
ALLEGATIONS (MADE PRINCIPALLY BY ARUN) THAT FEER WAS INTERESTED 
IN CONTROVERSIAL REPORTAGE. DAVIES CLAIMED THAT CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOW IN POSSESSION OF ISD) BETWEEN FEER AND ITS SINGAPORE 
CORRESPONDENTS " WILL SHOW WE HAD RELATIVELY LITTLE INTEREST 

IN POLITICAL ARTICLES". HE ACCURATELY NOTED THAT THE BULK OF 
FEER'S SINGAPORE COVERAGE CONSISTED OF COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL 
REPORTAGE. 

4. LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, DAVIES INDICATED THAT FEER IS 
LOOKING FOR A FIRST CLASS MAN OR WOMAN WHO WILL GIVE 

US FIRST CLASS, BALANCED AND OBJECTIVE COVERAGE ON SINGAPORE 

AND ITS ECONOMIC AFFAIRS". I AM LOOKING FOR ACCEPTANCE 

OF ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING AND GOODWILL 

WHICH LIES IN OUR REPORTING OF SINGAPORE AND OTHER 

ASEAN AND ASIAN COUNTRIES". 

5. COMMENT: IT WOULD APPEAR FROM DAVIES' COMMENTS THAT 

HE AND LEE HAVE ACHIEVED AT LEAST A MODUS VIVENDI REGARDING 
FUTURE FEER COVERAGE OF SINGAPORE. ASIDE FROM ONE GLANCING BLOW 
AT HO, DAVIES ESCHEWED PERSONAL COMMENT AS WELL AS ANY REFERENCE 
TO THE NOW "CELEBRATED CASSETTE TAPE" EPISODE. THE DURABILITY 
AND PARAMETERS OF THE APPARENT DAVIES/LEE ARRANGEMENT REMAIN TO BE 
SEEN. 

GRANT 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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